
A Service of Choral Evensong 
Sunday, October 5, 2025
Celebrating the Feast of St. Michael & All Angels

This evening we are blessed to offer the service of Choral Evensong, sung by 
the Parish Choir of Christ Church Episcopal, the Choir of St. Mary’s Roman 
Catholic Church, and the young voices of the Church Street Choral Academy. 
Rooted in the ancient pattern of the daily office, Evensong draws us into the 
ceaseless worship of the Church, where psalms, hymns, canticles, and prayers 
have been lifted through the centuries in praise of God. In joining our choirs 
and traditions, we rejoice in the bonds of faith we share and extend a gracious 
welcome to all who gather, that together we may glimpse the unity and beauty 
of Christ’s body in song and prayer.

In addition to our friends from St. Mary's, we are also delighted to welcome 
the newest choristers of the Church Street Choral Academy to their very first 
Evensong this evening. This evening, after offering the Choral Introit and 
singing the hymns along with the Preces and Responses, they will primarily 
observe the service, giving them the opportunity to become acquainted with 
the rhythms and patterns of Evensong that they will help to lead each month. 
At the November evensong, they will fully participate in all of the musical 
leadership. 

Organ Voluntary � Dr. Adam Pajan�
� Director of Sacred Music at St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church

Choral Introit� All things bright and beautiful
� arr. Michael McCabe

The congregation stands as the organist introduces the hymn. 

Hymn in Procession, No. 625 � Ye holy angels bright

Preces and Responses (Sung by the choir)� Robert J. Powell (1932-2025)
O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, �
world without end. Amen. 
Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s Name be praised.

The congregation is seated. 
The Appointed Psalm, 103 (Sung by the Choir) � Anglican chant by Joseph Barnby

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy Name. 
Bless the Lord O my soul,  and forget not all his benefits. He forgives 
all your sins and heals all your infirmities; He redeems your life from 
the grave and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness; He satisfies 
you with good things, and your youth is renewed like an eagle's. The 
Lord executes righteousness and judgment for all who are oppressed. 
He made his ways known to Moses and his works to the children of 
Israel. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and of 
great kindness. He will not always accuse us,  nor will he keep his anger 
for ever. He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded 
us according to our wickedness. For as the heavens are high above the 
earth, so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. As far as the east 
is from the west, so far has he removed our sins from us. As a father 
cares for his children, so does the LORD care for those who fear him. 

All are seated following the intercessions.

Words of Welcome	 The Reverend David Upton

Please join us for a reception in the McKissick Family Courtyard  
(outside the west doors of the church) following this liturgy. 

During the singing of the following anthem,  
a special offering will be collected for the support of the Christ Church Music Ministry. 

Anthem at the Offertory� In the year that King Uzziah died
� David McKinley Williams (1887-1978)

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, 
high, and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphim: 
each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, with twain he covered 
his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said: “Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” And the 
posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried and the house was filled 
with smoke. Then said I, “Woe is me! For I am undone; because I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for mine 
eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” Then flew one of the seraphim, 
having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the 
altar. And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, “Lo, this hath touched thy lips, 
and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin is purged.” Also, I heard the voice 
of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send and who will go for us?” Then said I, 
“Here am I, send me.” (Isaiah 6:1-8)

The congregation  kneels for the General Thanksgiving.

The General Thanksgiving
Officiant	 Almighty God,
All	 	 Father of all mercies,
		  we thine unworthy servants
		  do give thee most humble and hearty thanks
		  for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all men.
		  We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
		  and all the blessings of this life;
		  but above all for thine inestimable love
		  in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,
		  for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
		  And, we beseech thee, 
		  give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
		  that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
		  and that we show forth thy praise,
		  not only with our lips, but in our lives,
		  by giving up our selves to thy service,
		  and by walking before thee 
		  in holiness and righteousness all our days;
		  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
		  to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
		  be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Officiant	 Almighty God, �
		  who hast given us grace at this time with one accord
		  to make our common supplication unto thee;�
		  and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son�
		  that when two or three are gathered together in his Name�
		  thou wilt be in the midst of them:�
		  Fulfill now, O Lord, 
		  the desires and petitions of thy servants 
		  as may be best for us;�
		  granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth,
		  and in the world to come life everlasting. 
All		  Amen.

All stand following the Prayer of St. Chrysostom. 

Dismissal and Grace
Officiant	 Let us bless the Lord.
All	 	 Thanks be to God.

Officiant	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
		  and the love of God,
		  and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost,
		  be with us all evermore. 
All		  Amen. 

Office Hymn, No. 282� Christ the fair glory of the holy angels	
Stanza 1 - All 
Stanza 2 - Women 
Stanza 3 - Men
Stanza 4 - All
Stanza 5 - Choir 
Stanza 6 - All 

Retiring Procession & Organ Voluntary � Dr. Adam Pajan
� Director of Sacred Music at St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church�
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For he himself knows whereof we are made; he remembers that we are 
but dust. Our days are like the grass;  we flourish like a flower of the 
field; When the wind goes over it, it is gone, and its place shall know 
it no more. But the merciful goodness of the Lord endures for ever on 
those who fear him, and his righteousness on children's children; On 
those who keep his covenant and remember his commandments and 
do them. The Lord has set his throne in heaven, and his kingship has 
dominion over all. Bless the Lord, you angels of his, you mighty ones 
who do his bidding,  and hearken to the voice of his word. Bless the 
Lord, all you his hosts, you ministers of his who do his will. Bless the 
Lord, all you works of his, in all places of his dominion; bless the Lord, 
O my soul. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. 
Amen.

First Lesson� Genesis 28:10-17
The lesson is ready by a chorister representing Christ Church. 

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain 
place and stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking 
one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in 
that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, 
the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending 
and descending on it. And the Lord stood beside him and said, “I am 
the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the 
land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your 
offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad 
to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. 
Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will 
bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done 
what I have promised you.” Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, 
“Surely the Lord is in this place - and I did not know it!” And he was 
afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than 
the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

Magnificat (Sung by the choir)	 Herbert Sumsion (1899-1995)
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Savior. For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name. And 
his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. He 
hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in 
the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from 
their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled 
the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he 
promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. Glory 
be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. �
(The Song of Mary, Luke 1:46-55)

Second Lesson� Revelation 12:7-12  
The lesson is ready by a chorister representing St. Mary's Church. 

War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the 
dragon. The dragon and his angels fought back, but they were defeated, 
and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. The great dragon 
was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and 
Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the 
earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. Then I heard a loud 
voice in heaven, proclaiming, “Now have come the salvation and the 
power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Messiah, 
for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, who accuses 

them day and night before our God. But they have conquered him by 
the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they did 
not cling to life even in the face of death. Rejoice then, you heavens 
and those who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, for the 
devil has come down to you with great wrath, because he knows that 
his time is short!”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

Nunc Dimittis (Sung by the choir)	 Herbert Sumsion (1899-1995)
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy 
word; For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people, To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and 
to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be: world without end. Amen. (The Song of Simeon, Luke 2:29-32)

Anthem (Sung by the choir)� Abendlied
� Josef Rheinberger (1839-1901)

translation of German text:
Stay with us, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. �
(Luke 24:29)

All stand for the creed.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Following the creed, the congregation kneels for the prayers.

Lesser Litany, Lord’s Prayer, and Suffrages

Sung by the Choir: 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. Let us pray.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All join, chanting in monotone: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

Sung by the Choir: 

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 
O Lord, save the state. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fightest for us, but only thou, O God. 
O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Sung by the Choir: 

O everlasting God, who hast ordained and constituted the ministries of 
angels and men in a wonderful order: Mercifully grant that, as thy holy 
angels always serve and worship thee in heaven, so by thy appointment 
they may help and defend us on earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 
do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot 
give, that our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also 
that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass 
our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen.
O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the 
strength of those who labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank thee 
for the timely blessings of the day, and humbly beseech thy merciful 
protection all the night. Bring us, we pray thee, in safety to the morning 
hours; through him who died for us and rose again, thy Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Officiant offers additional intercessions:

O God, the creator and preserver of all mankind, we humbly beseech 
thee for all sorts and conditions of men; that thou wouldest be pleased 
to make thy ways known unto them, thy saving health unto all nations. 
More especially we pray for thy holy Church universal; that it may be 
so guided and governed by thy good Spirit, that all who profess and call 
themselves Christians may be led into the way of truth, and hold the 
faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. 
Finally, we commend to thy fatherly goodness all those who are in any 
ways afflicted or distressed, in mind, body, or estate; that it may please 
thee to comfort and relieve them according to their several necessities, 
giving them patience under their sufferings, and a happy issue out of 
all their afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.
O God, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven: Be ever 
present with thy servants who seek through art and music to perfect 
the praises offered by thy people on earth; and grant to them even now 
glimpses of your beauty, and make them worthy at length to behold it 
unveiled for evermore; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Assist us mercifully, O Lord, in these our supplications and prayers, and 
dispose the way of your servants towards the attainment of everlasting 
salvation; that, among all the changes and chances of this mortal life, 
they may ever be defended by your gracious and ready help; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


