
A Service of Choral Evensong 
Sunday, Novmeber 2, 2025
Celebrating the Feasts of All Saints and All Souls

Organ Voluntary � Dr. Charles Tompkins�
� Artist in Residence

The congregation stands as the organist introduces the hymn. 

Hymn in Procession, No. 623� O what their joy and their glory must be

Preces and Responses (Sung by the choir)� Robert J. Powell (1932-2025)
O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, �
world without end. Amen. 
Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s Name be praised.

The congregation is seated. 
Invitatory Anthem (Sung by the Choir)� A Gaelic Blessing
� John Rutter (b. 1945)

Deep peace of the running wave to you.
Deep peace of the flowing air to you.
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you.
Deep peace of the shining stars to you.
Deep peace of the gentle night to you.
Moon and stars pour their healing light on you.
Deep peace of Christ the light of the world to you.
Deep peace of Christ to you.

The Appointed Psalm, 23 (Sung by the Choir) � Anglican chant by E. C. Bairstow
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down 
in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.He revives my soul 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. Though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death,I shall fear no evil; for you are 
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You spread a table 
before me in the presence of those who trouble me; you have anointed 
my head with oil, and my cup is running over. Surely your goodness 
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord for ever. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen.

First Lesson� Wisdom 3:1–9
The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will 
ever touch them. In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, 
and their departure was thought to be a disaster, and their going from 
us to be their destruction; but they are at peace. For though in the sight 
of others they were punished, their hope is full of immortality. Having 
been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, because God 
tested them and found them worthy of himself; like gold in the furnace 
he tried them, and like a sacrificial burnt offering he accepted them. In 
the time of their visitation they will shine forth, and will run like sparks 
through the stubble. They will govern nations and rule over peoples, 
and the Lord will reign over them forever. Those who trust in him will 

Anthem at the Offertory� O thou sweetest source
� Charles Wood (1866-1926)

O Thou sweetest Source of gladness, light’s all lovely fountain head,
Who, alike in joy and sadness, leavest none unvisited;
Breath of Godhead, highest King, who upholding everything.
Wilt uphold, with love undying—Hear, O hear me humbly crying.
From thy throne, as April shower, thou descendest, heavenly One,
Freighted with thy sevenfold dower, from the Father, and the Son:
Bring me noble Guest divine, God’s own blessings they are thine,
Freely dealt at thy good pleasure, fill me in abundant measure.
Save, uphold, and go before me, fainting, be my staff and rod:
Dying, to new life restore me; buried, be my grave, O God.
From the dust when I arise, come, exalt me to the skies,
Where thou within realms supernal, feed thy saints with joys eternal. Amen

The congregation  kneels for the General Thanksgiving.

The General Thanksgiving
Officiant	 Almighty God,
All	 	 Father of all mercies,
		  we thine unworthy servants
		  do give thee most humble and hearty thanks
		  for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all men.
		  We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
		  and all the blessings of this life;
		  but above all for thine inestimable love
		  in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,
		  for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
		  And, we beseech thee, 
		  give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
		  that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
		  and that we show forth thy praise,
		  not only with our lips, but in our lives,
		  by giving up our selves to thy service,
		  and by walking before thee 
		  in holiness and righteousness all our days;
		  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
		  to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
		  be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Officiant	 Almighty God, �
		  who hast given us grace at this time with one accord
		  to make our common supplication unto thee;�
		  and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son�
		  that when two or three are gathered together in his Name�
		  thou wilt be in the midst of them:�
		  Fulfill now, O Lord, 
		  the desires and petitions of thy servants 
		  as may be best for us;�
		  granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth,
		  and in the world to come life everlasting. 
All		  Amen.

All stand following the Prayer of St. Chrysostom. 

Dismissal and Grace
Officiant	 Let us bless the Lord.
All	 	 Thanks be to God.

Officiant	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
		  and the love of God,
		  and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost,
		  be with us all evermore. 
All		  Amen. 

Office Hymn, No. 662� Abide with me, fast falls the eventide

Retiring Procession & Organ Voluntary � Dr. Charles Tompkins
� Artist in Residence
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In the Anglican choral tradition, the choir is divided into two sides known as Decani 
and Cantoris, designations that literally refer to physical positions within the choir 
stalls. When facing the altar, the Decani side—meaning “of the Dean” in Latin—is 
located on the south (right-hand) side of the chancel, where the Dean’s stall �

(or in a parish church the Rector) is traditionally placed. Opposite it, on the north 
(left-hand) side, is Cantoris, meaning “of the Cantor or Choirmaster."�

�
These names arose directly from the locations of the clergy and musicians who 
led worship from their respective stalls, and the division continues to structure 
the layout and sound of Anglican choirs today. The alternating musical dialogue 
between Decani and Cantoris, sung from their distinct physical sides of the choir, 

remains a defining feature of Anglican liturgical music.

The Rev. Dr. Harrison McLeod, Rector



understand truth, and the faithful will abide with him in love, because 
grace and mercy are upon his holy ones, and he watches over his elect.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

Magnificat (Sung by the choir)	 Herbert Brewer (1865-1928)
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Savior. For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name. And 
his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. He 
hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in 
the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from 
their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled 
the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he 
promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. Glory 
be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. �
(The Song of Mary, Luke 1:46-55)

Second Lesson� Revelation 7:2-4, 9-17  
I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal 
of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who 
had been given power to damage earth and sea, saying, “Do not damage 
the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have marked the servants of 
our God with a seal on their foreheads.” And I heard the number of those 
who were sealed, one hundred forty-four thousand, sealed out of every 
tribe of the people of Israel. After this I looked, and there was a great 
multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes 
and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried 
out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated 
on the throne and to the Lamb!” And all the angels stood around the 
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell 
on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, “Amen! 
Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power 
and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” Then one of the elders 
addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have 
they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then 
he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; 
they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God and worship 
him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the 
throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more and thirst no more; 
the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat, for the Lamb at 
the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them 
to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

Nunc Dimittis (Sung by the choir)	 Herbert Brewer (1865-1928)
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy 
word; For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people, To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and 
to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be: world without end. Amen. (The Song of Simeon, Luke 2:29-32)

All stand for the creed.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Following the creed, the congregation kneels for the prayers.

Lesser Litany, Lord’s Prayer, and Suffrages

Sung by the Choir: 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. Let us pray.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All join, chanting in monotone: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

Sung by the Choir: 

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 
O Lord, save the state. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fightest for us, but only thou, O God. 
O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Sung by the Choir: 

Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and 
fellowship in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace 
so to follow thy blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we 
may come to those ineffable joys which thou hast prepared for those who 
unfeignedly love thee; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who with 
thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen.

The Officiant offers additional intercessions commemorating All Saints and All Souls:  

Dear Friends: It was our Lord Jesus himself who said “Come to me, 
all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest.” 
Let us pray, then for our brothers and sisters 
that they may rest from their labors, 
and enter into the light of God’s eternal sabbath rest.

Receive, O Lord, thy servants, for they return to you.
Into thy hands, O Lord, we commend our brothers and sisters.

Wash them in the holy font of everlasting life, 
and clothe them in their heavenly wedding garments.
Into thy hands, O Lord, we commend our brothers and sisters.

May they hear thy words of invitation: 
“Come, ye blessed of my Father.”
Into thy hands, O Lord, we commend our brothers and sisters.

May they gaze upon thee, O Lord, face to face, 
and taste the blessedness of perfect rest.
Into thy hands, O Lord, we commend our brothers and sisters.

May angels surround them, 
and saints welcome them in peace.
Into thy hands, O Lord, we commend our brothers and sisters.

Deliver thy servants, O Sovereign Lord Christ, from all evil, 
and set them free from every bond;
especially those whom we remember this day;

The names of parishioners and friends who have departed this life  
are then read by the Officiant. When all names have been read,  
silence is kept so that those present may add their own petitions. 

May they have rest with all thy saints in the eternal habitations; 
where with the Father and the Holy Spirit thou livest and reignest, 
one God, for ever and ever. �
Amen.

All are seated following the intercessions.

Words of Welcome	 The Reverend Dr. Harrison McLeod, Rector

During the singing of the following anthem,  
a special offering will be collected for the support of the Christ Church Music Ministry. 


