
2:00 PM + 6:30 PM� December 24, 2025
Festal Holy Eucharist, Rite II� Christ Church Episcopal + Greenville, SC

The Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord



Choral Prelude at 6:00 pm
The Christ Church Parish Choir 

John Wickey, harp + Daniel Sarkela, guitar + Ginny Metzger, oboe
Chris Imhoff, trumpet + Gary Malvern, trumpet + Anneka Zuehlke-King, horn + Blake Lawson, trombone + Michael Taylor, tuba

Shepherd’s Carol� Suffolk Harmony, 1786
� arr. William Billings (1746-1800)

Methinks I see an heav’nly host, of angels on the wing! 
Methinks I hear their cheerful notes, so merrily they sing. 
Let all your fears be banish’d hence, glad tidings I proclaim; 
for there’s a Savior born today, and Jesus is His name. Seek 
not in courts or palaces, to Bethlehem repair; and follow the 
star to see your God, who lies in manger bare. The lowly 
child whom you will find is not of common birth; but second 
in the Trinity, the Son of heav’n and earth. Then suddenly 
an heav’nly host, around the shepherds throng, exulting in 
the threefold God and thus address their song. To God the 
Father, Christ the Son, and Holy Ghost ador’d: the First 
and Last, the Last and First, eternal praise afford.

O little town of Bethlehem� American Carol
� arr. Stephen Paulus (1949-2014)

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; the 
hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above, while 
mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering 
love.O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth! and 
praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth. 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast 
out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.We hear the 
Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to us, 
abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

Bring a torch, Jeanette, Isabella!� French Carol
� arr. Stephen Paulus (1949-2014)

Bring a torch, Jeanette, Isabella! Bring a torch, to the cradle 
run! It is Jesus, good folk of the village; Christ is born and 
Mary’s calling. Ah! Beautiful is the Mother! Ah! Beautiful 
is her Son! It is wrong when the child is sleeping, it is 
wrong to talk so loud; silence, all, as you gather around, 
lest your noise should waken Jesus. Hush! See how fast 
He slumbers; Hush! See how fast He sleeps! Softly to 
the little stable, softly for a moment come; look and see 
how charming is Jesus, how He is fair, His cheeks are rosy. 
Hush! See how the child is sleeping; Hush! See how He 
smiles in dreams.

How far is it to Bethlehem?� English Carol
� arr. Stephen Paulus (1949-2014)

How far is it to Bethlehem?Not very far. Shall we find the 
stable room lit by a star? Can we see the little child, is he 
within? If we lift the wooden latch may we go in? May we 
stroke the creatures there, ox, ass, or sheep? May we peep 
like them and see Jesus asleep? If we touch his tiny hand 
will he awake? Will he know we’ve come so far just for his 
sake? Great kings have precious gifts, and we have naught, 
little smiles and little tears are all we have brought. For all 
weary children Mary must weep. Here, on his bed of straw 
sleep, children, sleep. God in his mother’s arms, babes in the 
byre, sleep, as they sleep who find their heart’s desire.

The Friendly Beasts� Medieval Carol
� arr. Jeffrey Van (b. 1941)

Jesus, our brother, kind and good, was humbly born in a 
stable rude, and the friendly beasts around him stood; Jesus, 
our brother, kind and good. “I,” said the donkey, shaggy 
and brown, “I carried his mother uphill and down; I carried 
his mother to Bethlehem town. I,” said the donkey, shaggy 
and brown. “I,” said the cow, all white and red, “I gave 
him my manger for his bed, I gave him my hay to pillow 
his head. I,” said the, cow all white and red. “I,” said the 
sheep with curly horn, “I gave him my wool for his blanket 
warm; he wore my coat on Christmas morn. I,” said the 
sheep with curly horn. “I,” said the dove from the rafters 
high, “I cooed him to sleep that he should not cry; we cooed 
him to sleep, my mate and I. I,” said the dove from the 
rafters high. Thus every beast by some good spell, in the 
stable dark was glad to tell of the gift each gave Emmanuel; 
the gift each gave Emmanuel.

The Wassail Song� English Carol
� arr. Gary D. Ziek (b. 1960)

Christmas Brass Quintet

Once in Royal David’s City� English Carol
� arr. Stan Pethel (b. 1950)

Christmas Brass Quintet
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The Feast of the Natitivy of Our Lord Jesus Christ
The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

December 24, 2025

Order of Service
In preparation for the service, we invite your quiet prayers and ask that you please silence your cell phone.

The Prelude�
	 2:00 p.m. Service
	 The prelude is offered by Donald W. Duncan, organ & Betsy Fee, violin
	
	 6:30 p.m. Service
	 The choral prelude is offered by the Christ Church Parish Choir beginning at 6:00 pm  

The Ringing of the Tower Bell�

The congregation stands at the sound of the Tower Bell. 

The Hymn In Procession� O come, all ye faithful  

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come, and behold him, born the King of angels;

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

God from God, Light from Light eternal,
lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
only-begotten Son of God the Father;

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God, glory in the highest;

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
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The Opening Acclamation

Celebrant 	 Unto us a child is born. Alleluia.
People 	 O come let us adore him. Alleluia.

The Collect for Purity
Celebrant	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

People	 Amen. 

The Song of Praise (STANZA 1 ONLY)	 Angels we have heard on high

Page | 4



The Collect of the Day

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Let us pray.

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant 
that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him 
when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever.

People	 Amen.
The congregation is seated following the Collect of the Day. 

The Old Testament Lesson		   � Isaiah 9:2-7

Lector 	 A Reading from the prophet Isaiah.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on 
them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the 
bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the 
boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a 
child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there 
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Lector 	 The Word of the Lord.
People 	 Thanks be to God.

At 2:00 pm the liturgy continues with the Epistle Lesson.
At 6:30 pm an Anthem is sung following the First Lesson. 

The Anthem (6:30 pm only) | Gabriel’s Message	 Basque Carol, arr. Stephen Paulus

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame.
“All hail!” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady.” Gloria!
“For known a blessed Mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee,
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold. Most highly favored lady.” Gloria!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, “To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said,
“My soul shall laud and magnify His Holy name.” Most highly favored lady, Gloria!

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ was born, In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say, most highly favored lady, Gloria!

The Epistle Lesson				�     Titus 2:11-14

Lector 	 A Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to Titus.

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly 
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for 
the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own 
who are zealous for good deeds.

Lector 	 The Word of the Lord.
People 	 Thanks be to God.
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The congregation stands for the Sequence Hymn.

The Sequence Hymn			   Angels from the realms of glory 

The Gospel Lesson	 		�   Luke 2:1-20

Priest	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, 
every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David) to be 
taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him 
in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. And there 
were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, 
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the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. And it came to pass, as the angels were 
gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they came with 
haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made 
known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered 
at those things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them 
in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard 
and seen, as it was told unto them.

Priest	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The congregation is seated for the Sermon. 

The Sermon		  The Rev. Dr. Harrison McLeod, Rector

The congregation stands for the Nicene Creed.

The Nicene Creed	 		

We believe in one God, 
	 the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth,
	 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
	 the only Son of God,
	 eternally begotten of the Father, 
	 God from God, Light from Light,
	 true God from true God, 
	 begotten, not made,
	 of one Being with the Father. 
	 Through him all things were made, 
	 For us and for our salvation
	 he came down from heaven:
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit
	 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
	 and was made man. 
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
	 he suffered death and was buried.
	 On the third day he rose again
	 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
	 he ascended into heaven
	 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
	 and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
	 He has spoken through the Prophets.
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
	 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Intercessor 	 Let us pray to our incarnate Lord, 
		  who has brought us out of darkness and into his own marvellous light. 
		  Christ born for us, Son of God given for us:
		  help us to know you, to worship and to serve you.  
		  Lord, in your mercy;
People	 Hear our prayer.

Intercessor	 Wonderful Counsellor, you order all things with your wisdom: help the Church to reveal  
		  the mystery of your love and fill her with the Spirit of truth. Lord, in your mercy;
People	 Hear our prayer.

Intercessor	 Mighty God, the government is on your shoulders: guide the leaders of the nations, 
		  and bring in your kingdom of justice and righteousness. Lord, in your mercy;
People	 Hear our prayer.

Intercessor	 Everlasting Father, you call us to live together in unity: protect by your mercy  
		  all your children, bless our families, and renew our communities. Lord, in your mercy;
People	 Hear our prayer.

Intercessor	 Prince of Peace, you bring reconciliation through the cross: by your healing power  
		  give to all who suffer your gift of wholeness and peace. Lord, in your mercy;
People	 Hear our prayer.

Intercessor	 Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Father, full of the Spirit,
		  hear our prayer, receive our praises, fill our lives. 
People	 Amen. 

The Peace						   

Celebrant 	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People 	 And also with you.

The Words of Welcome & Offertory Sentences

Insert QR CODE & DIGITAL  
OFFERING PLATE LANGUAGE HERE
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The Anthem at the Offertory | Tomorrow shall be my dancing day� Traditional English Carol
� arr. John Rutter & Dale Warland

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day; I would my true love did so chance
to see the legend of my play, to call my true love to my dance.

Sing, oh! my love, oh! my love, my love, my love,
this have I done for my true love.

Then was I born of a virgin pure of her I took fleshly substance
thus was I knit to man’s nature to call my true love to my dance. 

In a manger laid and wrapped I was so very poor, this was my chance,
betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass, to call my true love to my dance. 

The congregation stands for the Presentation Hymn.

The Presentation Hymn� Joy to the world! the Lord is come

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King:
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

		
The Great Thanksgiving 			   Eucharistic Prayer B

Celebrant 	 The Lord be with you.
People 	 And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Lift up your hearts.
People 	 We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant 	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 	 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Celebrant	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, 
to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of 
the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of 
sin, and receive power to become your children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn 
to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Page | 9



The congregation remains standing throughout the Eucharistic Prayer. 
in observance of the joyful nature of this liturgy.  

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; 
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out 
of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
	 We remember his death,
	 We proclaim his resurrection,
	 We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son 
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Joseph, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 
the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

	 Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy Name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
	 on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread.
	 And forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
	 And lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.	
	 For thine is the kingdom,
	 and the power, and the glory,
	 for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread		

The congregation may be seated following the Breaking of the Bread and Invitation to the Table. 

The Ministration of Holy Communion

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion in this Church. Ushers will direct you to the altar rail where you may 
stand or kneel to receive the sacrament. Should you desire to receive a blessing rather than Holy Communion, please cross your arms over 
your chest to indicate this to the priest. Anglican theology teaches that Communion in one kind is a full and complete reception of all the 
benefits of the sacrament. Gluten-free wafers are available to those who need them, and are kept and administered separately from the other 
wafers. Please indicate your desire for a gluten-free wafer to the priest.

The Music at the Ministration of Holy Communion

Music at the Ministrtation of Holy Communion is offered by the Organist and Instrumentalists.  

The congregation kneels for the Post Communion Prayer and Blessing. 

The Post Communion Prayer

Celebrant 	 Let us pray.
All		  Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
		  you have graciously accepted us as living members
		  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
		  and you have fed us with spiritual food
		  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
		  Send us now into the world in peace,
		  and grant us strength and courage
		  to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
		  through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Celebrant 	 May God, who sent his angels  
		  to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, 
		  fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. 
		  And the blessing of God Almighty, 
		  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
		  be upon you and remain with you for ever.
All		  Amen. 
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The congregation stands for the Hymn in Procession. 
The Hymn in Procession	 Hark! the herald angels sing

The Dismissal	

Priest	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.
People 	 Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

The Organ Voluntary� Donald W. Duncan, Director of Liturgy & Music	
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Christ Church Liturgy & Music Staff 
Donald W. Duncan 

Director of Liturgy & Music
Sarah Marczynski 

Program Coordinator for Liturgy & Music
Chase McAbee 

Assistant Parish Musician
Dr. Charles Tompkins 

Artist in Residence

Musicians for the Service 
Christ Church Schola Cantorum 

Christ Church Parish Choir 
John Alan Wickey, Harp
Daniel Sarkela, Guitar
Ginny Metzger, Oboe

Betsy Fee, Violin 
Chris Imhoff, Trumpet 
Gary Malvern, Trumpet

Anneka Zuehlke-King, French Horn
Blake Lawson, Trombone

Michael Taylor, Tuba

The Christ Church Altar Guild

The church and chapel have been lovingly decorated and made festive for this  
Feast of the Nativity by the many members of the Christ Church Altar Guild  

who work tirelessly behind the scenes to make our worship beautiful and reverent. 

Welcome to Christ Church

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, we welcome you to Christ Church Episcopal.
Known as the “Parish in the Heart of the City,” Christ Church is blessed by the beauty 

of its physical surroundings, which have been preserved and expanded by the energy and vision of 
faithful stewards, both past and present. For more than two centuries, we have been gathering to worship 
God and demonstrate our faith in our daily lives. With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are inspired 

to be a joyful community sharing life in Jesus Christ.

We hope you will experience God’s blessings during this service as we have been blessed by your presence.

Christ Church Clergy

The Rev. Dr. Harrison McLeod, Rector
The Rev. Scott Fleischer, Associate for Pastoral Care

The Rev. Lindy Bunch, Associate for Parish Life
The Rev. Wallace Adams-Riley, CCES Chaplain
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