
A Service of Choral Evensong
Sunday, March 1, 2026
The Second Sunday in the Season of Lent

Organ Voluntary � Donald W. Duncan�
� Director of Liturgy & Music

The congregation stands at the sound of the bell for the entrance procession.

Hymn in Procession, No. 47 (All join in singing)� On this day, the first of days

Preces and Responses (Sung by the choir)� Robert J. Powell (1932-2025)
O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, �
world without end. Amen. 
Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s Name be praised.

The congregation is seated. 

Psalm 121 (Sung by the choir)� Anglican chant by H. Walford Davies (1869-1941)
I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? My help 
comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. He will not let 
your foot be moved and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
The Lord himself watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right 
hand, So that the sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; it is he who shall keep you 
safe. The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, 
from this time forth for evermore. Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 
shall be: world without end. Amen.

First Lesson� Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor 
according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he 
has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the 
scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a 
gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts him 
who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. For 
the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham 
or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness 
of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith 
is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where 
there is no law, neither is there violation. For this reason it depends on 
faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed 
to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to 
those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 
as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead 
and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

The congregation  kneels for the General Thanksgiving.

The General Thanksgiving
Officiant	 Almighty God,
All	 	 Father of all mercies,
		  we thine unworthy servants
		  do give thee most humble and hearty thanks
		  for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all men.
		  We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
		  and all the blessings of this life;
		  but above all for thine inestimable love
		  in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,
		  for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
		  And, we beseech thee, 
		  give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
		  that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
		  and that we show forth thy praise,
		  not only with our lips, but in our lives,
		  by giving up our selves to thy service,
		  and by walking before thee 
		  in holiness and righteousness all our days;
		  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
		  to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
		  be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Officiant	 Almighty God, �
		  who hast given us grace at this time with one accord
		  to make our common supplication unto thee;�
		  and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son�
		  that when two or three are gathered together in his Name�
		  thou wilt be in the midst of them:�
		  Fulfill now, O Lord, 
		  the desires and petitions of thy servants 
		  as may be best for us;�
		  granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth,
		  and in the world to come life everlasting. 
All		  Amen.

All stand following the Prayer of St. Chrysostom. 

Dismissal and Grace
Officiant	 Let us bless the Lord.
All	 	 Thanks be to God.

Officiant	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
		  and the love of God,
		  and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost,
		  be with us all evermore. 
All		  Amen. 

Office Hymn, No. 28� O blest Creator, source of light

Retiring Procession & Organ Voluntary � Donald W. Duncan
� Director of Liturgy & Music
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In the Anglican choral tradition, the choir is divided into two sides 
known as Decani and Cantoris, designations that literally refer to 
physical positions within the choir stalls. When facing the altar, 
the Decani side—meaning “of the Dean” in Latin—is located on 
the south (right-hand) side of the chancel, where the Dean’s stall �
(or in a parish church the Rector) is traditionally placed. Opposite it, on the 
north (left-hand) side, is Cantoris, meaning “of the Cantor or Choirmaster."�
�
These names arose directly from the locations of the clergy and musicians 
who led worship from their respective stalls, and the division continues to 
structure the layout and sound of Anglican choirs today. The alternating 
musical dialogue between Decani and Cantoris, sung from their distinct 
physical sides of the choir, remains a defining feature of Anglican liturgical 
music.



Magnificat (Sung by the choir)	 Anglican Chant by William Crotch (1775-1847)
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Savior. For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name. And 
his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. He 
hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in 
the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from 
their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled 
the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he 
promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. Glory 
be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. �
(The Song of Mary, Luke 1:46-55)

Second Lesson� John 3:1-17 
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He 
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you 
do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and 
be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who 
is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things 
be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do 
not understand these things?

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we 
have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about 
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the 
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

Nunc Dimittis (Sung by the choir)	 Anglican Chant by John Naylor (1838-1897)
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to 
thy word; For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast 
prepared before the face of all people, To be a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be to the 
Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 
(The Song of Simeon, Luke 2:29-32)

All stand for the creed.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Following the creed, the congregation kneels for the prayers.

Lesser Litany, Lord’s Prayer, and Suffrages

Sung by the Choir: 

The Lord be with you. �
And with thy spirit.�
Let us pray.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

All join, chanting in monotone: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

Sung by the Choir: 

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 
O Lord, save the state. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fightest for us, but only thou, O God. 
O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Sung by the Choir: 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who 
have gone astray from thy ways, and bring them again with penitent 
hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable 
truth of thy Word, Jesus Christ thy Son; who with thee and the Holy 
Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 
do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot 
give, that our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also 
that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass 
our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen.

O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the 
strength of those who labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank thee 
for the timely blessings of the day, and humbly beseech thy merciful 
protection all the night. Bring us, we pray thee, in safety to the morning 
hours; through him who died for us and rose again, thy Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Officiant offers additional intercessions.

O God, the creator and preserver of all mankind, we humbly beseech 
thee for all sorts and conditions of men; that thou wouldest be pleased 
to make thy ways known unto them, thy saving health unto all nations. 
More especially we pray for thy holy Church universal; that it may be 
so guided and governed by thy good Spirit, that all who profess and 
call themselves Christians may be led into the way of truth, and hold 
the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness 
of life. Finally, we commend to thy fatherly goodness all those who are 
in any ways afflicted or distressed, in mind, body, or estate; [especially 
those for whom our prayers are desired]; that it may please thee to 
comfort and relieve them according to their several necessities, giving 
them patience under their sufferings, and a happy issue out of all their 
afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

Words of Welcome	 The Reverend Scott Fleischer�
Associate for Pastoral Care

During the singing of the following anthem,  
a special offering will be collected for the support of the Christ Church Music Ministry. 

Anthem at the Offertory� Hail, gladdening Light
� Charles Wood (1866-1926)

Hail, gladdening Light, of His pure glory poured
Who is the immortal Father, heavenly, blest,
Holiest of Holies, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Now we are come to the sun's hour of rest;
The lights of evening round us shine;
We hymn the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit divine.

Worthiest art thou at all times to be sung
With undefiled tongue,
Son of our God, giver of life, alone:
Therefore in all the world thy glories, Lord, they own.

3rd-century Greek hymn, translated by John Keble (1792-1866)


