
Serving in Worship Today

8:00 AM | Markley Chapel
The Rev. Bill Smyth, Celebrant

The Rev. Melissa Langford, Preacher
Ron Gregory, Lay Reader + Tom Spooner, Soloist

10:30 AM | Historic Church
The Rev. Bill Smyth, Celebrant

The Rev. Melissa Langford, Preacher
The Rev. Lindy Bunch, Assisting

Susan Conway & Wes Clarke, Lay Readers
Tom Coker & Gayle Saylors, Vergers
Christ Church Schola Cantorum
Cheryl Duerr, Guest Organist

Howard Thompson, Guest Conductor

5:00 PM | Markley Chapel
The Rev. Lindy Bunch, Celebrant

The Rev. Melissa Langford, Preacher
Fay Towell, Lay Reader

The Christ Church Altar Guild + The Christ Church Acolyte Guild

Altar Flowers
The flowers on the altar in Markley Chapel are given to the glory of Almighty God and in 

memory of Ann Cheves Sherard and in Thanksgiving for Curry Cheves Sherard,  
Garrett David Steck, Jr., Molly McCuen Sherard, Birney Bronaugh Sherard,  

Langdon Sherard Steck, Ann Fisher Sherard, and Goodman Sherard.

Summer Worship Music
Throughout the summer, musical leadership for the 10:30 AM services will be shared by the 

Markley Chapel Musicians, Christ Church Parish Choir, and Christ Church Schola.  
Please see the back panel of this leaflet for the special musical themes each Sunday.  

Worship Leaflet for All Services

July 26, 2026
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to Worship at Christ Church
In order to assist you in following the service, this worship leaflet provides an outline of today’s 
liturgy.  The text of the prayers and other liturgical materials can be found in the Book of Common 
Prayer (BCP), the small red book in your pew rack. The corresponding page numbers are indicated 
in the worship leaflet by the abbreviation BCP. The hymns and service music can be found in the  
Hymnal 1982, the blue book in your pew rack. The corresponding numbers are indicated in the 
worship leaflet by No. or S. 

Thank you, Rev. Deacon Melissa Langford!
Over the past two months, our congregation has benefited from the ministry of the Rev. Deacon 
Melissa Langford. During the weekdays, Melissa has made many pastoral care "house calls" to 
our homebound and hospitalized members. Each Sunday, she has joined the Altar Party in her 
diaconal role: proclaiming the Gospel, setting and serving at the Altar, leading the Prayers of the 
People and giving the Dismissal. On three Sundays, she also preached thoughtful and relevant 
sermons. Though her time with us has been temporary, her ministry has left a lasting impact 
on our parish. For Melissa, this experience has helped fulfill her field education requirement 
for seminary. Christ Church has likewise benefited by gaining a deeper understanding of the 
liturgical role of deacons. We will certainly miss her, but we know God has great things in store 
for her ministry. In the words of the Dismissal: "Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!"

8:00
AM

Markley Chapel
Holy Eucharist | Rite I 
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation (standing)� Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 323
Collect for Purity� BCP 323
Kyrie eleison� BCP 324
Collect of the Day: Proper 12� BCP 180
Scripture Lessons (seated)		� 
Gospel Lesson (standing)		�
Sermon (seated)   � The Rev. Melissa Langford, Deacon
The Nicene Creed (standing)� BCP 326  
Prayers of the People (kneeling)� BCP 328
Confession of Sin (kneeling)� BCP 330
The Peace (standing)� BCP 332

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer II (standing)� BCP 340
Communion Music� Tom Spooner, soloist
Post Communion Prayer (kneeling)� BCP 339
Blessing & Dismissal 

5:00
PM

Markley Chapel
Holy Eucharist | Rite II 
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation (standing)	 Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 355
Kyrie eleison � BCP 356
Collect of the Day: Proper 12� BCP 231

Silence for reflection is kept after the Lessons and following the Sermon.
Scripture Lessons (seated)�
Gospel Lesson�
Sermon (seated)� The Rev. Melissa Langford, Deacon
The Nicene Creed (standing)� BCP 358
Prayers of the People: Form V� BCP 389
Confession of Sin (kneeling)� BCP 360
The Peace (standing)� BCP 360

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A (standing)� BCP 361
Post Communion Prayer (kneeling)� BCP 365
Blessing
Dismissal

CHRIST CHURCH CLERGY
The Rt. Rev. Daniel P. Richards, Bishop
The Rev. Scott Fleischer, Pastoral Care
The Rev. Lindy Bunch, Parish Life
The Rev. David Upton, Priest Associate
The Rev. Peggy Muncie, Priest Associate
The Rev. Melissa Langford, Deacon
The Rev. Wallace Adams-Riley, CCES Sr. Chaplain

Christ Church Seminarians
Kristin Bennett, Becky Depp, Sam Nixon

ADDITIONAL MINISTRY AREA LEADERS
Amy Woodson, Christ Church Preschool
Donald W. Duncan, Liturgy & Music 
Cara Horn, Faith Development
The Rev. Deacon Kevin Mertens, Faith in Action
Suzanne Mize, Support
Kristin Bennett, Resource Development

CHRIST CHURCH VESTRY
Nancy Kennedy, Sr. Warden
Chan Boyd, Jr. Warden
Wade Kolb, Chancellor
Nelson Arrington, Treasurer

VESTRY CLASS OF 2026
Smyth McKissick, IV
Mary Holt Murphy
Phil Peterson
Angelle Reichert

VESTRY CLASS OF 2027
Wes Clarke
Jane Harrison Fisher
Dorothy Nicholson
John Wood

VESTRY CLASS OF 2028
Derek Lewis
James McKissick
Margot Stewart
Bud Thomas

For more information about the 
Christ Church Episcopal staff, 
visit ccgsc.org.



The Word of God

The hymns sung today all represent the tradition of hymnody	
that was inspiried by the Protestant Reformation.

Organ Voluntary� Cheryl Duerr
� Guest Organist 

Hymn in Procession, No. 688 (standing) � A mighty fortress is our God

Opening Acclamation	 � Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 355
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

Collect for Purity� BCP 355

Gloria in excelsis (Hymnal, S-280)� Robert J. Powell

Collect of the Day: Proper 12� BCP 231
The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, 
with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, 
that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen.

Scripture Lessons (seated)�

Sequence Hymn, No. 397 (standing)� Now thank we all our God

The Gospel Lesson�

The Sermon (seated)� The Rev. Melissa Langford, Deacon 
�
The Nicene Creed (standing)� BCP 358 

Prayers of the People: Form V (standing)� BCP 389

Confession of Sin (kneeling)� BCP 360

The Peace (standing)� BCP 360

Words of Welcome (seated)

The Holy Communion
Offertory Sentences

Remaining seated, the congregation joins in singing the Hymn at the Offertory.

Offertory Hymn, No. 669� Commit thou all that grieves thee

Following the Hymn at the Offertory, the congregation stands for the Presentation Hymn.

Presentation Hymn, No. 380, v. 3 (standing)�
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A� BCP 361
Following the Sanctus et Benedictus, the congregation kneels for the Eucharistic Prayer.

Sanctus et Benedictus (Hymnal, S-130)� Franz Peter Schubert

Fraction Anthem (Hymnal, S-152)� Ambrosian Chant

Communion Hymn, No. 151	 From deepest woe I cry to thee
Communion Hymn, No. 339	 Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness

	 		 If Lay Eucharistic Visitors are sent out this week, the following is said:

The Sending Forth of Lay Eucharistic Visitors 
In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy 
gifts that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of 
Christ’s body and blood. We who are many are one body, because we all 
share one bread, one cup. 

Post Communion Prayer (kneeling)� BCP 365
	
Blessing

The Celebrant blesses the people; the congregation responds with “Amen.” 

Hymn in Procession, No. 635 (standing) � If thou but trust in God to guide thee

Dismissal� BCP 366

Organ Voluntary� Cheryl Duerr
� Guest Organist 
�  

 

Readings for the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 12

The First Lesson� 1 Kings 3:5-12
At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, 
“Ask what I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and 
steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you 
in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and 
you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to 
sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant 
king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know 
how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom 
you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or 
counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your 
people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your 
great people?” It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, 
“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, 
or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to 
discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise 
and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you 
shall arise after you.”

The Second Lesson� Romans 8:26-39
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, 
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. We know that all things 
work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large 
family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he 
called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. What 
then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who 
did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him 
also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is 
God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we 
are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, 
in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For 
I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.

The Gospel Lesson� Matthew 13:31-33,44-52
Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of 
all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a 
tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” He told 
them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” “The 
kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and 
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. “Again, 
the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding 
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. “Again, 
the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish 
of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good 
into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels 
will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the 
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. “Have you 
understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore 
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master 
of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

10:30
AM

Historic Church
Holy Eucharist | Rite II 
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

“The Lord is in his holy temple, let all the earth keep silence before him.”
Habakkuk 2:20

As we prepare for worship, we invite all members of the congregation to enter the 
church in a spirit of stillness. The moments before the liturgy begins are a sacred 
time to center our hearts, pray, and ready ourselves to encounter the presence of 
God. Let us honor this holy silence together, creating space for prayerful reflection for  
ourselves and for those around us.


