
What is the Vestry at Christ Church?	

The Vestry is the governing body of the church. The Vestry is committed to doing “everything in its power 
to ensure that Christ Church remains a strong, vibrant, growing, Christ-Centered church with a significant 
presence in the City of Greenville.” For the 12 members of our parish that make up the Vestry, along with 
the Senior Warden, Junior Warden, and Rector, it is important, challenging, rewarding, and fulfilling work.	

The duties of the Warden and Vestry members shall be those prescribed in the Constitution and Canons of 
The Episcopal Church, USA and the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese of Upper South Carolina.  
Download the latest version of the Constitution and Canons, as amended by Diocesan Convention in 2023 
here.	

Vestry Members Ministry will include, but are not limited to the following:	

Serve a 3-year term; attend the third Tuesday of the month Vestry meetings; serve as a Vestry liaison to 
an assigned ministry area and attend the meetings specific to that ministry area; attend a vestry retreat 
that is traditionally held in January; develop the annual budget; assist with annual giving; make a pledge 
yearly; support and attend church wide events; and be available to the congregation to receive and 
further communicate to the vestry and appropriate staff: questions, concerns, suggestions, and praise 
relating to the various ministries of Christ Church.	

The Vestry is the legal representative of each Parish with regard to all matters pertaining to the	
temporalities and corporate property of each Parish and relations of each Parish to its Clergy.	
The responsibilities of the Vestry shall include helping to define and articulate the mission of	
the Parish or Mission; supporting the church's mission by word and deed; selecting the rector (if	
a Parish); ensuring effective organization and planning; and managing resources and finances.	
The Vestry shall provide for all current expenses of the Parish or Mission, take all necessary steps	
to raise the funds required for the Parish or Mission and keep a proper account of the same. The	
Vestry shall also oversee execution of all duties that are now, or may hereafter be, imposed upon the	
Parish or Mission by any General Convention or Convention of the Diocese. The presiding officer	
of the Vestry shall be the rector or vicar.	

The Duties of the Junior and Senior Warden will include, but are not limited to the following:	

The senior warden shall be a support person for the rector and shall lead the parish between rectors. The 
junior warden shall bear responsibility for oversight of church property and buildings.	

Until there is a new rector in place (likely late spring/early summer), the senior warden will serve as the 
ecclesiastical authority of the church for certain duties excluding pastoral duties. The warden will oversee 
the staff, sign contracts, manage HR issues, make hiring decisions, and directly manage the leadership 
staff and clergy. Additionally, the warden will attend Staff Leadership Team meetings and Staff meetings. 
Additionally, the warden will serve as a voting member of endowment board; attend finance committee 
meetings, attend treasurer/warden meetings monthly, and possibly fill the rector's seat on the CCES 
School Board.  	

https://www.edusc.org/edusc-canons-updated-111123-final_347/
https://www.edusc.org/edusc-canons-updated-111123-final_347/


Eligibility to Vote in November Vestry Elections	

• All Christ Church communicants in good standing who are 16 years of age or older are eligible to 
nominate and vote.	

• According to the bylaws, Communicants are “members of Christ Church who have received Holy 
Communion in this Church at least three times during the preceding year,” and Communicants in 
Good Standing are “communicants of Christ Church who for the previous year have been 
faithful in corporate worship, unless for good cause prevented, and have been faithful in 
working, praying, and giving for the spread of the kingdom of God, and who have been 
confirmed by a Bishop of The Episcopal Church, USA or a Bishop in communion with this 
Church, or who have been received into this Church by a Bishop of The Episcopal Church, USA 
or a church in communion with this Church.”	

• Vestry elections will be held (electronically or in person) October 25-November 13 and on the day of 
the Annual Meeting, Sunday, November 15 (in person).	

• On October 25, all eligible voters will receive via e-mail an electronic ballot IF you are in our e-mail 
system. Please note that for security purposes, there is only one vote per email address.	
o If your family shares an email address or if you have changed your email address, please 

contact Shantel Lee (slee@ccgsc.org) by October 1 to update your email address with the 
church office in order to vote electronically. Instructions will be included with the electronic 
ballot. 	

• (Please note that if you have ever opted out of a SurveyMonkey survey through any organization, 
you will not receive an email ballot, unless you choose to change your options to receive surveys 
at https://www.surveymonkey.com/optin.aspx)	

	 	
Important Nominating Information for Vestry and Diocesan Convention Delegates	

• Nominations start Sunday, August 9, 2026, and end at 6:00 PM on Sunday, August 30.	
• On August 9, eligible voters will receive, via email, an electronic nominations form if you are in our 

email system. Nominations forms will be mailed to those members who do not have an email address 
in our system. Please note that there is only one nomination allowed per email address.	

• The nomination form must be completed and returned by the communicant in good standing making 
the nomination in one of three ways: 1) emailed to nominations@ccgsc.org; 2) mailed to the 
church; 3) placed in the ballot box located on the 2nd floor of the Parish House adjacent to the 
reception desk. Only one form per communicant, whether it be a written copy or by email, is 
permitted.	

• A ballot box will be available on the 2nd floor of the Parish House during normal business hours 
throughout the nominating period.	

• This year we are nominating one Senior Warden (2-year term), one Junior Warden (2-year term), four 
Vestry members (3-Year Terms) and a Diocesan Convention Delegate (4-Year Term). Please note, for 
the election process, the delegate is the person who receives the most votes, and the person receiving 
the second highest votes becomes the Alternate Convention Delegate. A person may nominate 
himself/herself.	

o You may nominate fewer than the number requested for each office. 	
o You may only use one nomination form per person.	
o A list of those currently serving may be found on the next page.	

• Nominations must be received by the church by Sunday, August 30, at 6:00 PM.	
• Please contact your nominees to ensure they are willing to stand for election.	

Nominating forms must be returned to the Parish House Office 	
by 6:00 PM on Sunday, August 30, 2026	



Present Vestry	
Senior Warden: Nancy Kennedy (term expires December 31, 2026)	
Junior Warden: Chan Boyd (term expires December 31, 2026)	

Terms Expire	 	      Terms Expire	 	 	 Terms Expire	
12/31/2026	                  12/31/2027	 	 	 12/31/2028	
Smyth McKissick IV              Wes Clarke	 	 	 Derek Lewis	 	
Mary Holt Murphy	      Jane Harrison Fisher	 	 James McKissick Sr.	
Phil Peterson	 	      Dorothy Nicholson	 	 Margot Stewart	 	 	
Angelle Reichert	      	      John Wood	 	 	 Bud Thomas	

Diocesan Convention Delegates	
Terms Expire	     Terms Expire	        Terms Expire	          Terms Expire	 	
12/31/2026	     12/31/2027	        12/31/2028	           12/31/2029	
Lee Farrar	 	     Betsy Elliott	        Eliza Alderman         David Traxler	
Nancy Kennedy	 	 	 	 	 	 	           Elizabeth Ard	
Chan Boyd	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	           Harriette Cyrus	

Alternate Diocesan Convention Delegates	
Alternate delegates may be nominated to serve as Convention Delegates	

Term Expires	    Terms Expires	        Term Expires	          Term Expires	
12/31/2026	    12/31/2027	        12/31/2028	           12/31/2029	
Susan Lind	 	    Dan Sterling	        John Wood	           Baker Wyche	 	

 	



Eligible for Junior or Senior Warden	

Anne Arrington Norma Givens Wilbard “Bard” Parks

*Nelson Arrington III Pauline Gregory Phil Peterson

Nelson Arrington Jr. Ronald “Ron” Gregory Cynthia “Cindy” Poe 

*Caroline B. Avinger Julie Haas Floyd “Dean” Rainey

Lea Bagnal *M. Dexter Hagy Angelle Reichert

*Milton Bates *Richard “Ted” Hassold Charles “Chuck” Reichert

Betsy Baumgardner Katherine “Kay” Jenkins *Ashley Reynolds

James “Jim” Baumgardner *Edward “Darrell” Jervey Reid Sherard

*Dena Benedict John “Chris” Klasing Elizabeth J “Beth” Smith

John W. Boyd Paul Landis John Stephenson

John H. Boyd Jr. Derek Lewis Tom Stephenson

Reginald “Reg” Brooker Martha Louise Lewis Elizabeth “Lizzy” Sterling

Ralph “Mickey” Callahan Judy Lineback Margot Stewart

Wesley “Wes” Clarke Beverly Marion Heyward Sullivan

Tom Croft William “Frankie” Marion Betty Teague

Emily Davis George E. McCall Alfred “Bud” Thomas IV

Jordan F. Earle Evelyn McDonald Sherri Timmons

Betsy Elliott Tillman “Wayne” McDonald Charles Warne

Betty Parker Ellis Smyth McKissick IV Doug Webster

*Robert “Bob” Ellis James McKissick Sr. Susie White

Patrick “McNeil” Epps *William “Bern” Mebane Edmond “Brent” Williams

*Sam Erwin Sr. Mary Holt Murphy Penn Williams

Jane Harrison Fisher Dorothy Nicholson John Wood

Elizabeth Fletcher Ben Norwood III Madison “Baker” Wyche

Charles “Nelson” Garrison Louise Oxner Marguerite Wyche

Frank Gibbes *Joyce Parks Helen Wyncoop

James “Jim” Yarborough 



*Previously served as Junior or Senior Warden	



NOMINATIONS FORM	

Please contact your nominees to ensure they are willing to stand for election.	
Please print legibly and include the full formal name of your nominees. You may 
only use one nomination form per person, whether it be a written copy or email.	
Nomination period ends at 6pm on August 30, 2026.	

I, (Please Print Your Full Name) __________________________________________________, make the following 
nominations:	

Senior Warden (Nominate one):	

Junior Warden (Nominate one): 	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Vestry (Nominate up to four):	

Diocesan Convention Delegate (Nominate one):	
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

SIGNATURE & EMAIL ADDRESS (optional)	



   


