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Announcing:
The Church Street Choral Academy

This new organization was conceptualized during the pandemic as staff
and leadership saw how many students in Greenville County were “being
left behind” because academic programs and after school activities
typically offered during a school year were postponed due to COVID. As
Christ Church and Greenville emerged from the pandemic, the Church
Street Choral Academy began to take shape.

Meeting twice per week after school, choristers will participate in a
choir rehearsal, receive piano and voice lessons, tutoring, and homework
support, and receive dinner both nights. Choristers will be eligible to
earn money by regular attendance at rehearsals and performances and
by progressing through theory and piano classes.

The inaugural choir will be made up of 3rd through 5th grade
students but will expand as students age.

A program of this size and scope would usually come with a heavy price
tag to participate. But, by being housed at Christ Church Episcopal and
through generous community support, all costs associated with the
Church Street Choral Academy have been covered and the
program is free to participants. No chorister or their family will be
asked for tuition or other fees.

“Often the students who would benefit the most from extra support or
arts enrichment are the students whose families can’t afford the costly
price tag associated with those activities. We don’t want money to get
in the way for anybody. We've worked hard to eliminate this barrier to
participation so that any interested student could join us, not just those
who could afford it,” said Donald Duncan, Director of Liturgy & Music at
Christ Church and CSCA Choirmaster.

Spaces in the first year’s program are limited to 30 choristers,
so interested parties are encouraged to contact Mr. Duncan as soon as
possible to schedule an audition. Potential choristers do not need to
participate in their school, church, or other choir or have any musical
training; but they should possess a love of music and a commitment to
attendance.

“We will teach children to sing, no doubt, but that may be the least
important thing this organization does,” said Duncan. “This program is
unlike anything in Greenville and will have a tremendous impact
on kids and families in this city.”

For more information, visit www.choralacademy.org.
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More
Information:

First Rehearsal Date:
October 16, 2023

How is the choir
structured?

The Choristers will rehearse
and sing as their own choir
but will often gather with
members from the Christ Church Parish Choir and other community
choirs to sing.

What is the cost to participate in the CSCA?
There is no cost to participate. All costs are covered by donors to Christ
Church Episcopal, fundraisers, and other income sources.

When are rehearsals?

Rehearsal days are Mondays and Wednesdays from 4:00 PM until 7:00 PM
at Christ Church Episcopal in downtown Greenville. For more information,
contact Sarah Marczynski at smarczynski@ccgsc.org.
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How to be a part of this ministry:

Let us know you or your child is interested in
CSCA:
Fill out our form (scan the QR code)

Volunteer:

You can serve as a mentor, provide homework help, drop off a snack,
or help with some administrative tasks. Email Sarah Marczynski at
smarczynski@ccgsc.org for more information or opportunities.

How else can I help?

Recommend a student to join us. Spaces in the first year’s program are
limited to 30 choristers and we are currently open for auditions! Potential
choristers do not need to participate in their school, church, or other choir
or have any musical training; but they should possess a love of music and a
commitment to attendance. Contact Donald Duncan at
dduncan@ccgsc.org or 864.271.8773 for more information.
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